
For purposesRegular Meeting 
Inlet Town Board 
September 9, 2014 
 
Present were Anne Fletcher, Ted Christodaro, Gary 
Zawatski, John Maestri, Shawn Hansen, Jane Slack, Denis 
Michaels, Dave Hurlbutt, Aimee VanWie 
 
Officials present were Supervisor Frey, Councilman Levi, 
Councilman Faro, Councilman Schmid, Councilman 
Brownsell, Patty Wittmeyer, Town Clerk 
 
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance led by 
Supervisor Frey. 
RESOLUTION NO: 72.14 MINUTES 
 On a motion offered by Councilman Schmid, seconded 
by Councilman Faro, the following resolution was ADOPTED 
by VOTE to accept the minutes as written. 
  5 AYES  0 NAYS  Motion carried 
 
Supervisor Frey informed those present and the Board that 
an Executive Session was needed at this time to discuss an 
issue with an employee brought to the Board by a business 
owner. 
He asked that the room be cleared until this matter could be 
heard. 
RESOLUTION NO: 73.14  EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 On a motion by Supervisor Frey, seconded by 
Councilman Levi the following resolution was ADOPTED by 
VOTE to enter into an Executive Session at 7:40pm to 
discuss an employee issue. 
  5 AYES  0 NAYS  Motion carried 
RESOLUTION NO: 74.14  EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 On a motion offered by Councilman Schmid, seconded 
by Councilman Schmid, the following resolution was  



ADOPTED by VOTE to end the Executive Session at 
7:48pm and return to the Regular Meeting of the Town 
Board. 
  5 AYES   0 NAYS  Motion carried 
 
The result in this Executive Session will have the 
Department Head and the Committeeman discuss the issue 
with the employee.  Now back in the Regular meeting, those 
present were asked to return. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
John Maestri, resident of Solvay Lane, was representing his 
neighbors with concerns over the selling of the Smith’s 
property on Sunset Beach road.  He gave some history of 
the property and their concerns were the wetlands, close to 
the beachfront.  It was discussed as to being able to build on 
wetlands.  Aimee VanWie was present to comment on this 
issue.  She said the APA will make that determination as to 
the wetlands and when she receives a letter from the APA 
she will follow through on their recommendation.  She has 
heard of no plans to do anything at this time from the 
possible new buyers. 
 
Gary Zawatski gave each of the Board and the Clerk a copy 
of a letter he prepared to be read in this meeting.  He wants 
it read verbatim into the minutes regarding the continuing 
discussion of the boardwalk. 
His letter was as follows; 
Dear Board Members: 
 I are requesting that this letter be read verbatim into the 
Town Board minutes regarding the Town Board’s continuing 
discussion regarding what it calls the “Boardwalk”. 
 In April, the Town Supervisor placed in the Town’s 
Lamplighter an invitation for the general public to use “OUR 
Boardwalk”, also stating ”Oh, and if anyone says you may 



not pass there, have them come see me,” even though the 
Town Supervisor is aware that what he is calling “OUR 
Boardwalk” is private property owned by us and the other 
Channel property owners.  In July, the Town Board 
discussed, again, “opening up the Boardwalk to the public,” 
which was then reported in the local news media. 
 I came to that meeting along with other Channel 
property owners to again advise the Town Board that what t 
was discussing was the town telling the pubic to use our 
private property.  My neighbors and I advised the Town 
Board again (we did this four years ago) that it was 
prompting the unauthorized use of our property without our 
permission and that someone had removed our “no 
trespassing” and private property” signs with out our 
permission.  We advised the Town Board that it had no right 
to do so and that is should follow the law and have courtesy 
to us as we have all improved our properties and pay our 
taxes and deserve to be treated as all other residents and 
property owners in the town. 
 I again notified the Town Board that people have 
trespassed on our property, urinated on our property and 
been inside my boathouse. 
 At the July Board Meeting and again at the August 
Town Board Meeting, I advised the Town Board that if 
anyone, including Town personnel, trespassed on our 
property in the future or removed our signs, we would have 
them arrested.  I expected Town personnel to comply with 
our request to stay off our property unless we gave them 
permission to come onto our property. 
 Since the July Town Board Meeting, there has ben an 
increase in the number of people who are walking on our 
property without our permission.  Some have indicated that 
they were told by town personnel that it was Town property 
and they could do so. 



 At the July and August Town Board Meetings, I asked 
the Town Board why it was treating us channel property 
owners and taxpayers this way.  We were told that some 
people (unnamed) complained to the Town personnel (date 
unknown) about wanting to walk on our property along our 
docks and break wall and being advised it was private 
property. 
 My neighbors and I are entitled to have our legal rights 
protected by the town and not trampled upon by town 
personnel who clearly ignore no trespassing signs and walk 
upon our property to do unauthorized acts on our property. 
 Does the Town Board want us to people arrested for 
trespassing? 
 What action will the Town Board take to correct this and 
prevent such things from occurring in the future? 
 As residents, taxpayers, property owners and business 
owners in this Town, we are all entitled to have this Town 
Board protect our rights and treats us as any other resident. 
THE AUGUST MINUTES NEED TO BE CORRECTED TO 
INDICATE WHAT I SAID WHICH WAS: 
Zawatski also said he will deny the town access to his 
property, used for the snowmobile trail along State Route 28 
to the EZ Mart. (and the Driveway by the Post Office).  
 Zawatski replied he feels the issue should just be left 
alone.  It is commercial property through town and the public 
will be walking around wherever, he said. Zawatski added 
that the deeds of the property owners along the channel 
state that the public has (NO) access and the easements 
are clearly written. 
 Very truly yours,   Gary Zawatski 
 
Supervisor Frey asked that the Minutes be rescinded 
RESOLUTION NO:75.14  RESCIND MINUTES 
 On a motion offered by Councilman Faro, seconded by 
Councilman Schmid, the following resolution was ADOPTED 



by VOTE to rescind the minutes of the August 12 meeting as 
written. 
  5 AYES  0 NAYS  Motion carried 
RESOLUTION NO: 76.14  MINUTES 
 On a motion offered by Councilman Faro, seconded by 
Councilman Levi, the following minutes were ADOPTED by 
VOTE with clarifications added as requested. 

 AYES  0 NAYS  Motion carried 
(This Town Clerk didn’t hear that and checked her tape to 
see if it was clear, which it wasn’t or the comment would 
have been written in her minutes.) 
 
Supervisor Frey then read an apology letter that he wrote 
concerning the Boardwalk, the work done by Tim Durkin to 
secure the land and the issues with the public and property 
owners over the right of passage along the channel.  He 
asked that the public not use the Boardwalk until this issue 
has been resolved. 
 
CLEAN WATERS 
The Odor Abatement unit has been started and working fine.  
The issue with Hubbard Construction is still ongoing. 
 
REPORTS 
Department Head reports are all online. 
 
PLANNING BOARD 
No one was present to report. 
 
HIGHWAY 
The employees are paving Deerwoods Drive and Jones 
Road. The new brush mower has arrived and working fine.  
It will be used for trimming brush, overhead limbs and getting 
behind the guardrails.  Shawn asked the Board to allow for 



the purchase of a Toro Pro Force blower, at a cost of 
$6707.66.  The quote was given from Grassland. 
RESOLUTION NO: 77.14  EQUIPMENT PURCHASE 
 On a motion offered by Councilman Faro, seconded by 
Councilman Brownsell, the following resolution was 
ADOPTED by VOTE to purchase a Toro, Pro Force Blower 
for the Highway Department, at a cost of $6,707.66. 
  5 AYES  0 NAYS  Motion carried 
It was discussed to purchase the specialty nozzle 
attachment. 
 
TRANSFER STATION 
It was reported to expect the hauling rate to increase.  The 
hours are the same at the station until November 1st, when 
the doors will be closed on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 
 
TRAILS 
There has been no word back from C & S Engineering on 
the request from the Clerk as to a breakdown of costs on the 
proposal submitted to the Town. 
 
Black Fly Challenge 
The request last month for Town funding of the trails to get 
ready for the 20th race had Supervisor Frey walking the 
“meadow” to see just what needs to be completed.  He will 
be meeting with others to revisit the site and see what and 
where the Town could add extra support.  There are not to 
be FOUR WHEELERS in Fern Park or on any trails. 
 
CAP-21 
Nick Rose reported the Library has submitted the Phase 2 
grant.  The APA has a few more things to have the Town 
handle with the LWRP grant. There were no bids for the 
Bathhouse. The bid for the structural and foundation work for 
Cottage #3 was read aloud by Supervisor Frey.  It was the 



only one submitted to the Clerks’ office.  The bid was from 
Ron Jameson Contractors, LLC from Granville.  The price 
was given for new perimeter poured concrete foundation 
with footers, interior crawl pace concrete, new floor beans, 
joists, subfloor, level structure within reason and meeting all 
codes at $94,156.00. 
The Board discussed the bid, trying to justify the cost with 
possibly putting in a new structure.  The bid was rejected 
and the Clerk will notify them of the decision.  A committee 
has been set up to discuss and seek other options. 
Councilmen Levi and Schmid, along with Supervisor Frey 
and Mitch Lee will serve on this committee. 
A meeting of the PAC was planned and will meet on 
Tuesday, Sept 16 at 10:00 to discuss the APA findings and 
other related information. 
 
TOWN CLERK REPORT 
She informed those present and the Board of the closing of 
the Respite Care Program every Wednesday at the end of 
October. 
RCIL has informed Karen Anderson that they are operating 
in the red and have decided to close down.  The Clerk 
commented that several agencies have been contacted to 
see if funding could be raised to keep this valuable program 
open. 
 
SUPERVISOR REPORT 
Supervisor Frey has asked the Board for the approval of a 
Tax Cap Law in Inlet.  A resolution was prepared and given 
to the Board. 
   
RESOLUTION NO:  78.14 PUBLIC HEARING 
 On a motion offered by Supervisor Frey, seconded by 
Councilman Faro the following resolution was ADOPTED by 
VOTE to schedule a Public Hearing to discuss the possibility 



of adopting a Tax Cap Override Local Law.  Hearing will 
begin at 7:45pm in the Town Hall. 
 5 AYES  0 Nays  Motion carried 
 
The contents of this proposed Local Law is as follows; 
 
Section 1:  Legislative Intent 
 It is the intent of this Local law to override the limit on the amount of the 
Real Property taxes that may be levied by the Town of Inlet, County of Hamilton, 
pursuant to General Municipal Law § 3-C, and to allow the Town of Inlet, County 
of Hamilton to adopt a Town budget for the (a) town purposes (b) any other 
specific or improvement district governed by the Town Board for the fiscal year of 
2015 that requires a Real Property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as 
defined by General Municipal Law §3-C. 
 The Town of Inlet is concerned about uncertainties in the existing tax cap 
law, including how uncertain expenditures and revenues controlled by the county 
and state interact with the tax cap. The Town Board is obligated to prepare a 
responsible budget, which meets the Town’s mandate obligation and provide 
beneficial service, while minimizing the tax burden on the Town citizens. 
Section 2:  Authority 
 This Local Law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of General Municipal 
Law §3-C which expressly authorizes the Town Board to override the tax levy 
limit by adoption of a Local Law approving by a vote of sixty (60%)percent of the 
Town Board. 
Section 3:  Tax Levy Limit Override 
 The Town Board of the Town of Inlet, County of Hamilton is hereby 
authorized to adopt a budget for the fiscal year of 2015 that requires a Real 
Property Tax Levy in excess of the limit specified in General Municipal Law §3-C. 
Section 4:  Severability 
 If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision or part of this Local Law or 
the application thereof to any person, firm or corporation or circumstance, shall 
be adjusted by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or 
unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the 
remainder there of, but shall be confirmed in to the clause, sentence, paragraph, 
subdivision or part of this Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, 
firm or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which 
such judgment or order shall be rendered. 
 
The Board will hear from the Public and vote on this law at 
the next meeting on October 14, 2014 at 7:45 pm.  It will give 
them options for future budgets. 
 



Assessor/Codes Aimee VanWie and Supervisor Frey will be 
present at the APA meeting on Thursday to give a 
presentation of the Town’s Onsite Wastewater Treatment 
Plan.   
 
The line adjustment request from Peter Sala will be 
discussed with legal before making any arrangements. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 Supervisor Frey wants to set up times and dates for the 
start of Budget planning. September 23rd at 6:00pm, with all 
business to come before the Board, to be heard.  The Public 
is welcome. 
 An agreement between the Town and the Highway 
Superintendent over spending needs to be signed pursuant 
to section 284 of the New York State Highway Law.  In 
regards to monies spent on local highways, the funds come 
from CHIPS and Town funds under the DA-5110-4 budget 
line.  This agreement comes with the plans of repaving 
Jones and Deerwoods roads.  Each Councilman signed 
along with the Highway Superintendent and will be filed with 
the Town Clerk and the Hamilton County Highway 
Superintendent. 
 
RESOLUTION NO: 80.14  HIGHWAY VOUCHERS 
 On a motion offered by Councilman Faro, seconded by 
Councilman Levi, the following resolution was ADOPTED by 
VOTE to accept and pay Highway vouchers numbered 
0020,0481,1056,4749,4752,4754,4755,4784 in the amount 
of $ 11,217.13(Eleven Thousand, Two Hundred Seventeen 
dollars and thirteen cents). 

5 AYES  0 NAYS  Motion carried 
 
RESOLUTION NO:  81.14  GENERAL VOUCHERS 



 On a motion offered by Councilman Schmid, seconded 
by Councilman Brownsell, the following resolution was 
ADOPTED by VOTE to accept and pay General Vouchers 
numbered 0020,0481,1056,4729,4730,4733,4734-
4748,4750,4751,4753,4756,4783,4785-4792,4800,4801 in 
the amount of $50,456.09 (Fifty thousand Four Hundred Fifty 
Six Dollars and nine cents) and Wastewater Vouchers 
numbered 4731,4732,4793-4799 in the amount of $8,335.77     
(Eight Thousand, Three Hundred Thirty Five dollars and 
seventy seven cents), 

5 AYES   0 NAYS  Motion carried 
 
All business having come before this Board, the meeting 
adjourned at 9:10pm.  These are Draft Only minutes until 
approved at the October 14th meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Patty Wittmeyer 
Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 


